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"The tea-leaves are in my white silk coat/' Hsi-mSn said,
"get them for yourself." Golden Lotus pulled the coat to her,
took the tea-leaves, and put them into her mouth.
Readers, concubines are always ready to lead their husbands
on and to bewitch them. To this end, they will go to any
length of shamelessness and endure any shameful thing. Such
" practices would be abhorrent to a real wife who had married
her husband in the proper way.
Hsi-men Ch'ing and Golden Lotus enjoyed ecstasies of
pleasure that night.
The next day, Hsi-men Ch'ing went to the office with
Captain Ho. It was their first appearance in their new posts.
There was a banquet, and musicians played for them. In the
afternoon Hsi-m£n went home and the soldiers of his office '
sent a present of food. Wang III sent a man to ask him to
dinner. Hsi-men was about to leave for Wang's house, when
a servant came and announced the arrival of An, of the Office
of Works. Hsi-m£n Ch'ing hurriedly put on his robes and
went to welcome him.
An, who now held the rank of a Vice-President, wore a
girdle with a golden clasp, and a silver pheasant as the badge
of his office. He was followed by a host of officers. They
entered the hall, smiling, and congratulating one another.
"I have asked several times when you were expected to
return," An said, when they had sat down, "but I was told
you were not yet back."
"I could not leave the Capital until I had been presented
at Court," Hsi-m6n said.
"I wanted to ask a favour of you," An said. "Ts'ai Hsiao-
t'ang, his Eminence's ninth son, is governor of Chiu-chiang.
He is on his way to the Capital and I have had a letter from"
him to say he will be here very shortly. Sung Sung-ch'uan,
Ch'ien Yun-yeh, Huang T'ai-yli and I would like to enter-
tain him. But, for that, we should need your house, and I
don't know whether you would be willing to lend it to us or
not."
"Certainly you may have it," Hsi-m£n said. "When is he
coming?"
"On the twenty-seventh," An said. "I will send the neces-
sary money to-morrow. It is extremely kind of'you."

